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means of purifying the colouring matter, and obtaining it in. the form of a dry unalterable powder, soluble in alkaline-liquids. Other precipitants are alum and metallic salts ; the precipitates vary in colour according to the metal contained in the salt. The most useful precipitant for dyeing purposes, however, is potassium bichromate, owing to the oxidizing action of the chromic acid it contains, and because the precipitates which it produces, with few exceptions, are quite "unacted upon by most solvents, even by boiling caustic liquors; therefore this salt is a most valuable means for fixing; the colour upon the yarn or fabric.